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Paper´s title: Cultural Complexity and Political-Economic Transformation in South Africa: The Dangers of
Economic Neoliberalism
Paper´s abstract: The Research for this paper is largely a matter of field work as well as the cooperation
of the Royal House of the KohhiKohi. The context in history of the KohiKohi people have largely been
obliterated by the forces by both white and black supremacy. The consequence is not only political
deprivation but also significant economic deprivation. This paper seeks to mend this issue and to
recognize that South Africa’s first nation is not a matter of obliterated history. The status of this first
nation provides important economic challenges which are addressed in the latter part of this paper. The
central issue is the identity and social justice claims of the first nation of South Africa. The Author of this
paper is the current legal advisor to the Royal House of the KohiKohi. South Africa inherited a complex
cultural mosaic largely conditioned by economic deprivation and racism. This paper provides the
contextual background of some of the principle features of the serial regimes of racial supremacy and
expropriation. However, at the heart of this historic context is the position of one of the oldest nations on
Earth, and the original proprietors of southern Africa: the First Nation Khoi Khoi. What makes them
distinctive is that they were the first resistors to exploitation and racial supremacy, and they maintained
that struggle from the 1600’s to the present day. The paper presents the context in which the Khoi were
expropriated, both materially and sexually, to the extent that a sub-race of the Khoi were created with
an imposed identity of “Cape Coloured”. The paper traces the Khoi’s political struggle, its resistance to
racial supremacy, and its demand for a social-democratic dispensation. The Khoi articulated the first idea
of an African peoples’ organization representing all the dispossessed peoples of South Africa. They
merged with the first real social-democratic movement, the Non-European Unity Movement. They also
merged with a 10-Point social-democratic plan for economic justice in South Africa.
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